Alberta 

As  old  as  time . . .  as  new  as  today 


The  eerie  moonscapes  of  the  badlands.  The  stunning  majesty  of  the  mountains. 
The  striking  silhouettes  of  modern  city  skylines. 

Try  as  we  might,  we  simply  cannot  find  enough  adjectives  to  describe  Alberta's  scenery. 
If  you've  been  here,  you'll  know  what  we  mean.  It  is,  quite  simply,  beyond  words. 
If  you  haven't  yet  worked  in  Alberta,  you're  in  for  a  glorious  surprise.  Everything 
you've  heard  from  those  who  have  is  absolutely  true.  For  a  production  set  in  the 
past,  present  or  future — for  feature  film  or  a  corporate  audio  visual — Alberta  is  an 
outstanding  location. 

Beyond  this,  you'll  find  a  free  enterprise  outlook  as  open  as  the  Alberta  sky.  You'll 
also  find  the  people  in  our  Film  Commissioner's  Office  are  eager  to  help  you  to 
explore  the  unlimited  opportunities  to  "Film  Alberta." 

And  you'll  like  working  with  Albertans.  We're  known  around  the  world  for  our  warmth 
and  hospitality.  We're  good  to  have  on  the  set,  too.  Talented  and  qualified.  Cooperative 
and  competent — ready  to  work  behind  the  scenes  or  in  front  of  the  cameras. 
Most  of  all,  though,  you'll  find  inspiration  in  Alberta's  scenery.  It's  as  old  as  time — 
as  new  as  today. 


The  sun  shines  on . . .  and  on! 

It's  dazzling. 

Winter  and  summer,  sunny  Alberta's  daytime  skies  are  famous  for  staying  blue. 
Because  of  our  northern  latitude,  we  have  over  16  hours  of  daylight  during  the 
summer  months. 

While  this  northern  location  means  we  have  cold  winters,  even  the  lowest 
temperatures  come  hand-in-hand  with  low  winds  and  low  humidity.  And  even  in 
winter,  the  "chinook"  winds  blow  across  southern  Alberta,  melting  snow  and 
bringing  people  out  in  their  shirtsleeves  to  bask  in  the  sun. 
In  summer,  you'll  enjoy  temperatures  that  average  between  60°  and  70°  F.  (Here, 
on  the  Celsius  scale,  that  means  between  15°  and  20°  C.) 


Big  and  Beautiful 

Alberta  is  roughly  the  combined  size  of  the  13  northeast  U.S.  States,  or  West  and 
East  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  Belgium,  Luxembourg,  Switzerland,  Denmark  and  Sweden. 
On  the  western  border,  Alberta's  Rocky  Mountains  soar  to  elevations  of  almost 
12,000  feet  (3700  meters).  The  rolling  foothills  of  southern  Alberta  lead  to  vast 
stretches  of  rolling  prairie  that  change  from  green  to  gold  as  the  seasons  unfold. 
Prehistoric  badlands.  Scenic  farms  and  ranches.  Clear  blue  lakes  and  dense  forests, 
untouched  by  progress.  Abundant  wildlife  and  extensive  parks.  It's  all  here — 
waiting  for  you. 


111111111111 


A  fascinating  mosaic  of  the  world's  races,  religions  and  ethnic  groups  is  here  in 
Alberta's  population  of  more  than  2.3  million  .  .  .  from  the  descendants  of  the 
original  Plains  Indians  and  early  English,  French,  German  and  Ukrainian  pioneers, 
to  more  recent  arrivals  from  the  Middle  East,  the  Orient,  India  and  Africa. 
All  our  diverse  traditions  come  to  life  in  celebrations  as  varied  as  the  Calgary 
Stampede  and  Edmonton's  Heritage  Days  Festival.  Other  special  events  are  held 
throughout  the  summer,  from  small  town  rodeos  and  multicultural  happenings  to 
Edmonton's  Klondike  Days  and  the  internationally  recognized  Banff  Television  Festival. 


Places 

You  may  know  the  mountain  settings  of  Banff,  Lake  Louise  and  Jasper,  with  their 
storybook  castle  hotels.  In  summer,  alpine  flowers  fill  the  meadows— in  winter, 
skiers  challenge  the  slopes  at  some  of  the  world's  finest  resorts. 
And  you've  probably  seen  Calgary's  Heritage  Park  and  Edmonton's  Fort  Edmonton 
Park  in  feature  films.  These  historic  recreations  of  the  province's  early  traditions 
are  popular  locations. 

Superman  I,  II  and  III  revealed  that  urban  locations  are  also  superb,  especially  in 
the  two  major  cities  of  Calgary  and  Edmonton.  Fine  restaurants,  theatres  and 
shopping  facilities  share  the  stage  with  modern  office  towers,  world-scale  convention 
centres  and  world-class  sports  facilities. 


And  even  the  toughest  critics  rave  about  West  Edmonton  Mall — often  called  the 
"eighth  wonder  of  the  world."  Not  without  reason!  The  world's  largest  shopping 
mall  has  over  five  million  square  feet  of  shopping,  recreation  and  entertainment 
under  one  roof.  Here  you'll  find  Fantasyland,  the  world's  largest  indoor  amusement 
park,  along  with  an  NHL-size  hockey  rink  in  the  Ice  Palace,  where  people  skate 
when  the  Edmonton  Oilers  aren't  practicing.  A  glass  dome  16  stories  high  covers 
the  five-acre  Waterpark  with  its  wave  pool,  water  slides  and  sandy  beaches. 
Waterworld  features  indoor  fresh  and  saltwater  lakes,  where  trained  dolphins  frolic 
and  submarines  take  passengers  on  underwater  voyages  past  the  barrier  reef. 
Fantasyland  Hotel  (yes,  there's  even  a  hotel  right  in  the  Mall)  and  theme  rooms 
that  recreate  the  Arabian  Nights,  Polynesia  and  a  Trucker's  Fantasy — a  room  where 
the  bed's  in  the  back  of  a  truck  and  the  decor  includes  traffic  signs. 
Only  in  Alberta  will  you  find  all  this — along  with  deep  mountain  lakes,  guest 
ranches,  superb  northern  fishing,  big  game,  and  winter  sports  facilities  created  in 
Calgary,  Canmore  and  Kananaskis  Recreation  Country  for  the  XV  Olympic 
Winter  Games. 

The  opportunities  are  unlimited! 


Alberta's  experts  work  for  you 

The  Film  Commissioner's  Office 

This  Office  was  established  in  1972  to  help  the  film  industry  meet  its  targets  and 
make  best  use  of  Alberta's  locations.  In  the  years  since,  we've  encouraged  film  and 
television  producers  from  around  the  world  to  choose  Alberta  as  a  production 
location,  and  have  worked  closely  with  them  once  a  site  has  been  selected. 
Now  we're  ready  to  provide  the  same  outstanding  service  to  you.  We  understand 
the  importance  of  making  the  best  use  of  time,  money  and  talent.  We  know  the 
pressures  you're  under  to  come  through  on  schedule  and  on  budget. 
Whether  you're  producing  a  feature  film,  commercial,  television  series, 
documentary,  educational  or  industrial  film,  we'll  provide  valuable  services  and 
helpful  information,  all  free  of  charge. 


Location  Scouting    We'll  provide  ground  transportation  around  the  province, 
along  with  the  services  of  a  qualified  location  scout  who  knows  all  the  popular 
landmarks — and  Alberta's  hidden  locations. 

Liaison    We'll  help  you  to  avoid  delays  in  your  schedule — provide  contact  with  all 
levels  of  government — introduce  you  to  the  right  people  in  guilds  and  unions — put  you  in 
touch  with  the  talented  Albertans  who'll  provide  the  specific  services  you  require. 
Permits    While  there's  little  red  tape  involved  in  filming  Alberta,  special  permits 
and  permissions  are  sometimes  required.  We'll  smooth  the  way  to  obtain  permits 
for  importing  weapons  and  animals,  use  of  explosives  and  pyrotechnics,  filming  in  - 
provincial  parks  and  using  oversized  vehicles  on  Alberta  highways. 
Of  course,  if  you  prefer  to  work  on  your  own,  go  right  ahead.  But  if  you  will 
require  our  services,  we'd  appreciate  advance  notice. 


Adventure,  Romance,  Drama  and  Comedy 


Features 

Alberta  has  been  a  film  star  for  more  than  80  years,  since  the  silent  feature 
"An  Unselfish  Love"  was  filmed  in  Strathmore  in  1910. 

Since  then,  audiences  around  the  world  have  seen  some  of  the  biggest  names  in 
the  industry  play  out  their  adventures,  dramas,  romances  and  comedies  against  the 
backdrop  of  an  Alberta  scene. 

Paul  Newman,  Don  Johnson,  Mary  Astor,  Bing  Crosby,  Elliot  Gould,  Marilyn 
Monroe,  Margot  Kidder  and  Gene  Wilder — all  delivered  outstanding  performances, 
here  in  Alberta. 

As  Superman,  Christopher  Reeve  soared  over  Alberta's  wheatfields  and  the  black 
towers  of  Calgary  (disguised  as  Metropolis).  As  Little  Big  Man,  Dustin  Hoffman  was 
at  the  battle  of  the  Little  Bighorn,  set  in  the  foothills  of  Alberta's  Rocky  Mountains. 
Japan's  Haruki  Kadokawa  filmed  his  epic  "Heaven  and  Earth"  in  Alberta  complete 
with  800  horses  and  3000  extras. 
"Unforgiven,"  the  Academy  Award-winning  Western  epic,  was  filmed  in  Alberta 
by  Clint  Eastwood. 

Other  features  filmed  in  Alberta  include: 

Springtime  in  the  Rockies  •  Emperor  Waltz  •  The  Far  Country  •  Silver  Streak 
Indians  •  Death  Hunt  •  Why  Shoot  the  Teacher?  •  Prime  Cut  •  The  Wild  Pony 
Stone  Fox  •  Betrayed  •  Dead  Bang  •  The  Fourth  War  •  Bye  Bye  Blues. 
Television  and  Other  Productions: 

Producers  from  around  the  world  are  also  giving  Alberta  a  high  profile  as  a  superb  location  for  commercials,  documentaries, 
made-for-television  movies  and  small  screen  presentations. 

Many  of  these  enjoy  world-wide  exposure  through  international  syndications,  including  special  performances  and  concerts  by 
such  artists  as  Tina  Turner,  Rita  Coolidge  and  Charlie  Pride. 
Television  production  filmed  in  Alberta  include: 

Chautauqua  Girl  •  Amber  Waves  •  Striker's  Mountain  •  SCTV  •  The  Little  Vampire  •  Mr.  Wizard  •  Connecting  • 
The  Magic  Ring  •  Devil's  Lake  •  Stingray  •  Blood  River  •  Gunsmoke  •  American  Harvest  •  Ray  Bradbury  Theatre  • 
Tom  Alone  •  Small  Sacrifices. 


Silence  of  the  North  •  Buffalo  Bill  and  the 
Vanishing  Act  •  Loyalties  •  Quest  for  Fire  • 


The  opportunities  are  unlimited 

The  same  forces  which  gave  Alberta  its  remarkable  beauty  also  gave  it  a  priceless 

inheritance — vast  natural  resources  and  rich  agricultural  land. 

Today,  Alberta  is  perhaps  best  known  for  its  major  oil  and  gas  industries,  and  the 

development  of  the  world's  largest  known  deposits  of  oil  sands. 

These  industries  have  fueled  rapid  development  of  the  province  as  a  leader  in 

medicine,  in  technology  and  in  communications,  while  Alberta  still  provides  about 

20  per  cent  of  Canada's  agricultural  output. 

An  established  trader  in  the  international  marketplace,  Alberta  has  also  earned  a 
global  reputation  for  hosting  such  events  as  the  Commonwealth  Games,  Universiade 
Games  and  the  XV  Olympic  Winter  Games. 


Connections 

Both  Edmonton  and  Calgary  have  international  airports,  with  daily  connections  to 
most  major  cities  in  the  US  and  Europe.  Regular  airbus  service  between  the  two 
major  cities  cuts  travel  time  to  45  minutes.  The  Trans  Canada  highway  runs  across 
the  province,  and  paved  highways  link  most  cities  and  towns. 
Attractive  Business  Climate 

Alberta  has  no  provincial  sales  tax  and  one  of  the  lowest  personal  income  tax  and 
corporate  tax  rates  in  Canada.  It  also  has  a  government  which  supports  free  enterprise 
and  encourages  new  ventures — especially  Alberta's  growing  film  industry. 


Contacts  m 


Unions,  Guilds  and  Organizations 

ACTRA  Performers  Guild  -  Northern  Alberta       Alberta  Motion  Pictures  Industry  Association 

Suite  201,  10816A  -  82  Avenue  (A.M.PI.A.) 

Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada  T6E  2B3  #210,  10136  -  100  Street 

Ph:  (403)  433-4090  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada  T5J  0P1 

Fax:  (403)  433-4099  Ph:  (403)  944-0707 

ACTRA  -  Southern  Alberta  Branch  Fax:  (403)  426  3057 

#260  Mount  Royal  Place 

1414 -8th  Street  S.W. 

Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada  T2R  1J6 

Ph:  (403)  228-3123  _  . 

I.A.T.S.E.  (Local  210) 

#210,  10554  -  110  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada  T5H  3C5 
Ph:  (403)  423-1863 
Fax:  (403)  426-0307 
I.A.T.S.E.  (Local  212) 

Suite  11,  3424  -  26  Street  N.E. 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada  T1Y  4T7 
Ph:  (403)  250-2199 
Fax:  (403)  250-9769 
Directors'  Guild  of  Canada 

524  -  11th  Avenue  S.W. 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada  T2R  0C8 
Ph:  (403)  237-0689 
Fax:  (403)  266-1598 

General  Teamsters  Local  Union  No.  362 

1200A-  58  Avenue  S.E. 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada  T2H  2C9 
Ph:  (403)  259-4608 
Fax:  (403)  255-9616 

General  Teamsters  Local  Union  No.  362 

Suite  28,  Building  B 
17420  Stony  Plain  Road 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada  T5S  1K6 
Ph:  (403)  486-0362 
Fax:  (403)  486-0944 
Alberta  Motion  Picture  Development 
Corporation  (A.M.P.D.C.) 
Suite  690,  The  Phipps-McKinnon  Building 
10020-  101 A  Avenue 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada  T5J  3G2 
Ph:  (403)  424-8855 
Fax:  (403)  424-7669 


Office  of  the  Alberta  Film  Commissioner 
Alberta  Economic  Development  and  Tourism 

10th  Floor,  Sterling  Place 
9940  -  106  Street 

Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada  T5K  2P6 
Ph:  (403)  427-2005 
Fax:  (403)  427-5924 
Film  Services 

Calgary  Economic  Development  Authority 

#401,  237  -  8th  Avenue  S.E. 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada  T2P  2M5 
Ph:  (403)  268-2771 
Fax:  (403)  268-1946 
Economic  Development  Edmonton 
Edmonton  Motion  Picture  and  Television 
Bureau 

#108,  9797  Jasper  Avenue 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada  T5J  1N9 
Ph:  (403)  424-7870 
Fax:  (403)  426-0535 

City  of  Lethbridge  Economic  Development 
Department 

910  -  4th  Avenue  South 

Lethbridge,  Alberta,  Canada  T1J  0P6 

Ph:  (403)  320-3909 

Fax:  (403)  320-2936 

Drumheller  Chamber  of  Commerce 

P.O.  Box  203 

Drumheller,  Alberta,  Canada  T0J  0Y0 
Ph:  (403)  823-2171 
Fax:  (403)  823-4229 


Banff  Television  Festival 

Box  1020 

Banff,  Alberta,  Canada  T0L  0C0 
Ph:  (403)  762-3060 
Fax:  (403)  762-5357 

Crowsnest  Pass  Economic  Development 
Board 

Box  594 

Blairmore,  Alberta,  Canada  T0K  0E0 
Ph:  (403)  562-8857 
Fax:  (403)  562-7252 

City  of  Medicine  Hat  Economic  Development 
Department 

580  -  1st  Street  S.E. 

Medicine  Hat,  Alberta,  Canada  T1A  8E6 
Ph:  (403)  529-8353 
Fax:  (403)  526-9030 

INTERNATIONAL  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  Alberta  Government  maintains  offices  in 

strategic  locations  around  the  world. 

Our  foreign  office  representatives  can  provide  all 

the  information  required  to  initiate  commercial 

or  technological  exchanges. 

Feel  free  to  use  their  services. 


Alberta  Government  Office 

Place  Canada,  3rd  Floor 

3  -  37  Akasaka  7-chome 

Minato-kn 

Tokyo  107,  Japan 

Ph:  011-81-03-3475-1171 

Fax:  011-81-03-3470-3939 

Seoul  Office 

Canadian  Embassy 
10th  Floor,  Kolon  Building 
45,  Mukyo-dong,  Chung-ku 
Seoul,  Korea  100-170 
Ph:  011-82-2-753-2605 
Fax:011-82-2-755-0686 


EASTERN  U.S.  OPERATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Office 

27  Floor,  General  Motors  Building 

767  Fifth  Avenue 

New  York,  New  York  10153 

Ph:  (212)  759-2222 

Fax:  (212)  759-3682 

EUROPEAN  OPERATIONS 

Alberta  House 

1  Mount  Street 

London,  W1Y  5AA,  England 

Ph:  011-4471-491-3430 

Fax:011-4471-629-2296 


ASIA  PACIFIC  OPERATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Office 

Rooms  1003  -4 

Admiralty  Centre,  Tower  Two 

Harcourt  Road 

Central,  Hong  Kong 

Ph:  011-85-25-284-729 

Fax:  011-85-25-298-115 


